
 
January 23, 2017  

 

Dear Parents and Community Members: 

 

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which 

provides key information on the 2015-16 educational progress for Homer High 

School.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal 

and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, 

accountability, and teacher quality. If you have any questions about the AER, 

please contact Mr. Tom Salow for assistance. 

 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web 

site www.homerschools.net or you may review a copy in the main office at your 

child’s school. 

 

For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority 

or Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New 

Reward schools were identified using school rankings and Beating the Odds 

information. A Focus school is one that has a large achievement gap between the 

highest and lowest achieving 30% of schools. A Priority school is one whose 

achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. A Reward 

school is one that has achieved one or more of the following distinctions: top 5% of 

schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% of schools making the 

greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating the Odds” by 

outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some schools 

are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 

 

Our school was identified as a not receiving a label for the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

Homer High School continues to work to maintain our high levels of achievement 

within our building.  The areas that we are striving to improve are in the areas of 

Science and ELA.   The School Improvement Team is constantly looking for 

innovative ideas and strategies that will make the difference in these areas. 

 

State law requires that we also report additional information: 

 

Homer High School assigns students to their respective grades based on credits. 

Students will typically earn up to 7 credits within a school year. Students need to 

have completed a total of 26 credits within the Michigan Merit Curriculum in order 

to graduate. 

 

The High School Improvement team is in year 1 of aligning and updating the high 

school curriculum.   Revised goals and strategies were developed this year by the 

SIP Team and will be implemented throughout the high school for the 2016-2017 

school year.  Added emphasis on the Common Core Curriculum will be the focus for 

this school year as well. 



 

Junior and senior students may attend the Calhoun Area Career Center for 

vocational classes.  Transportation is provided to students that are interested in 

these programs that best align with their career pathways. Specialized programs 

such as Drafting, Law Enforcement, Culinary Arts, and Health Occupations are a few 

of the programs offered at the Career Center. 

 

Copies of the High School Core Curriculum can be obtained by contacting our 

Assistant Principal, Duane Sitkiewicz at (517) 568-4464.  Curriculum Maps are in 

the process of being updated by the various departments.  

 

Homer High School students averaged 20.3 composite score in 2014 on the ACT 

Test. In 2015, this score decreased to 19.3.  For this current year the high school 

students took the SAT.  This was the first time that our students took this National 

Assessment.  Our average score was a 952.6.  

 

Parent teacher conferences are an excellent opportunity for parents to have 

dialogue with their child’s teachers.  Conferences are held twice a year, once in the 

fall and again in the spring.  In 2013-2014, we held a total of 787 conferences 

combined.  This increased during the 2015-2016 school year to 912 conferences.  

 

For the 2015-2016 school year, Homer High School had 15 students (4.8% of 

student body) take Post-Secondary Classes through Dual Enrollment.  Classes were 

taken through Kellogg Community College and Albion College. Credits that were 

earned can be transferred to an accepting college or university. 96 hours of college 

credits were earned by Homer High School students during the 2015-2016 school 

year.  For the 2016-2017 school year, we have 22 students taking 26 classes. 

 

Homer High School currently does not offer any Advanced Placement Classes within 

the daily schedule.  Students that are interested in Honors courses can schedule 

them through the guidance office.  Honors courses are offered in the areas of 

English, American History, World History, Economics, and Government.  There is a 

plan to add AP Calculus for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

In conclusion, Homer High School continues to strive to be the “Destination District” 

within our area.  Outstanding educational and extra-curricular opportunities await 

our students here at Homer. We have great kids and a great staff…This equals a 

great school!! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Tom Salow 

Principal 

 


